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Help Yourself 
        -The Texas Lemon Law 

                                                            By Stephen Howard 

The Texas Lemon Law covers all new: 
 
Ø Cars 
Ø Trucks 
Ø Vans 
Ø Motorcycles  
Ø All-terrain vehicles 
Ø Motor homes  
Ø Tow able recreational vehicles  
 

A motor vehicle may be declared a 
lemon if it meets all of the following:  
 
Ø The vehicle has a serious defect or abnormal condition. 
Ø The defect or condition is covered by a manufacturer's written warranty. 
Ø The problem is reported to the dealer/manufacturer within the warranty 

term. 
Ø The dealer/manufacturer is given a reasonable number of attempts to fix 

the problem. 
Ø The owner gives the manufacturer (preferably by certified mail) written 

notice of the defect and at least one opportunity to fix it.   
Ø The defect or condition continues and substantially impairs the vehicle's 

use or market value, or creates a serious safety hazard.  
      Ø The owner files a timely Lemon Law complaint and pays the filing fee.  
 
 
The law does not cover: 
 
Ø Used motor vehicles 
Ø Repossessed vehicles 
Ø Non-travel trailers 
Ø Boats 
Ø Farm equipment 

 
The Law will not help you if the problem is found to be the result of: 
 
Ø Problems caused by your abuse, neglect or unauthorized changes to the 

vehicle. 
Ø Parts or components not authorized or installed by the manufacturer/

distributor. 
Ø Problems that do not substantially affect the use or market value of the 

vehicle.  
 

Continued on the next page...         
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